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Organ recipient pushes for MORE

By Sharon Hill
Star County Reporter
g LEﬁMIHGTGH

altin,gand waltmg-
‘ Scott Young knows what it’s like to
wait for a life-saving organ transplant
(and not know i it will come in time.
His did, but for many others — includ-
ing some of his friends — an organ
| never became available.

“There's a critical shoriage of avail-
able organs across Canada. The num-
ber af people waiting for transplants
gefs bigger every vear The number of
danars does not," Young said. “The
peaple waiting wait for a longer time

and more {ragically more peaple die.

before an organ can be found.”

The 33-vear-old Hamilton man was
speaking Salurday at the Sherk Com-
plex in Leamington on belialf of those
wha wait. He was just one of many vol-
untesrs giving out information to the

publicfrom about
40 orpganizations
at the Leaming
tan . Dissrict
Mem{:rial Aunxil-
jary's Healih Ex-
fravaganza Satur.
day

Axiliary presi-
dent Parnela
Evans said the
day was crga-
nized to help eduw-
cate the commnunity and raise money
for an §11 000 defibrillator and monitor
for the hospital.

A nice day kept the crowd small but
Evans said the day allowed visitors to
quickly gather pamphlets and news on
a wide range of health problems and
support groups. Evans said recent
health cuts have made such education
mare Important.

“With the state of health care now

Seott Young ;

peaple are having {o go on their own,”
shesaid.
Young came from Hamilton to tell

* peaple about organ-donation on behall

of the Multiple Organ Retrieval and
Exchange (MORE) program of On-
tario. He received a double Iung trans-
plant five yearsago.

His life is dramatically different. He
was born with cvstic fibrosis, a genetic
lung disease, and wasin't expected to
live past his12¢h birthday Althotigh he
played hockey into his teens, he was so
ill in his early 20s, he couldn't walk
without gasping for breath and re-
members showering as a “monumen-
tal undertaking."

Young still lias cystic fibrosis, but the

new lungs aren’t his and aren't affect-
ed. He can now play the hockey he
dreami about every night his lungs
wouldn't let him skate and is on his
way to becoming a stock broken

Young salid it's important not just to

sign an organ donor card but to dis-
cuss it with family members because
hospital staff require family permis-
sion beforé crgans can bi retrieved.
Anyone of any age can donate, but
there's a shortape hecause only organs
from people who are declared brain
dead can be used. Young said that only

oceurs in about two per cent of all

deaths.’ i
Altliongh most people agree with or-
gan donation, few sign cards and dis-

- euss it with their families. Young said

Canada lags behind other countries,
ineluding the United States, Spain and
Portugal, in crgan denation. In Cana-
da there are about 14 donors per mil-

" lion- people..The U.S. rate i$ 20¢'to 27

donors permillion people.

Organ dohors remaln G1onynous so
Young said he wants to thank all
donors and their families this week
during Nat ional Organ Donor Aware-
ness Week.




